LEARNING 1O SWIM

NEW YORK WOMEN ARE
TAUGHT THE ART.
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One of the First Strokes,
maore  untit she  has masterod
the hreast stroke, which I3 the casiest
ot all.”

“What dno you think is the most
groceful stroke for a woman?”

The teacher gave an exhibition of
the alde stroke, which to ‘the on-

tin
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in ahove water, the motion ia more
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In the Dressing Room at the Swim
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the water than 1 ever have anywhers

elseg youl always seem so sure  of
yonrsell and have little opinlons of
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things, but yon were just adorable in
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Tale of a Horse.
Thors wis much talk in Berlin when
known that Emperor Wil
the aceasion of his recent
Rome. hud taken with him |
Now, however, a _ual.-'.-l
reason has been given,  The

it heeamse
Ham, vn

st 1o
I snddler,

fanetary

halser, 1t appears. ordercod that only
ane of his horses should be =sent to
the Eternal City,” and it happenod

that the horse solected for this pur- |
pose had a short tall,

The Emperor hecame aware of this
fact at the last moment, and, think-
ine It probiable that he might
desire to wear his hussar uniform n
Ronie, in which ease he conld not ap-
pear in publie thus arraved on a horse
with a short tail, long talled horses
heing Indispensable to bmzzars, he at
orderad his saddler to Accom-
| pany him, and to bring with him a
long artifielal charger at such times
as It became desirable to hide its
short caudal appendage —Ohlo State
i Journal,
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Immense Apartment House,

One of the largest  apartment
honses In Connectient has just beee
completed at Hartford,
seventy-five apartments, varying from
one room and a bath to elght rooms
and a bath a publie dining room, pubs
lle  reception  room, ten servants’
rooms and a Hberal supply of private

| BlOTRES TOOMS,
Twins Born in Dublin,

Irlsh women can boast of having
twins more frequently than any other
women in the worlid, Twins are born

| o Dublin about onee in every fifty.
two births, as against a goneral
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Travelors on  cars crossing
bridge botween Charlestown and Chel-
fea, Mass, are often  astonished to
ke some  passenger flx an earnest
gaze on an old schooner yacht that
lles with a eover of boards over her
ueck, alongside the north pler at the
bridge draw. The gaze of the Inter-

estod passenger Is so Intent, and his |

look lingers on the old vessel so long
that the other passengers wonder
what there s about the eraft to cause
such ag ¢ager regard.

SBometimes tiey learn, and all then
mze, if in tnae, for the vessel 18 the

most famons yacht afloat, belng none |

the America.
For a number of yearas the Ameri-
en's winter berth has been at Chel-

lson Lridge, and this yoar, not havins

been placed in commission by her
awner, Butler Ames of Lowell, ghe
nas has spent the summer there also.

After racing for the cup that bears
her name, in August, 1851, the Ameri-
e was wold by her Awmerican owner
to an Engiish yachtsman, vord John
de Blacquicre, who used her a couploe
of years and sold her to Lord Temple-
town of the Royal vacht squadron.
In 1854 ghe was bought by a builder,
who rebuilt her, and In the winter of

1]“:-! sald her to a certain Capt. H, E.

ecia, who In the winter of 1860-61

criilad in her In the West Indies,
Ther resuit, and possibly the motlve,

of this cruise may be judegsd from the

et that in April, 1861, the America
wrrivedl nat Savannah, She jay for
some time in the Savannah  river,

Derie was entertained by
confodorate< Then she
and her eaptain with

roiinege
tH=appeared
har,

Capt., Decie had sold the vessel to

| the eomederate government, and her

first serviee was to ecarry Edward
Amderson, a  former United States
navy of§eer, to Kurope, as an agent
of tha confederacy, anthorized to or
der gunboats and arms and it out
Llockade running  steamers.
Amlersan’'s  mission  was  entirely
snecessiul, and it was not until Oe-
tobier, 161, that the government was
apprised of the serviee to which the
America had been put by the confed-
erates,
By that time plans were helng per-
fected for tightening the blockade of

the gonthern ecoast, and Admiral! Sam-
nel F. DuPont, in command of the
santh  Atlantie Wockading squadron,
wus apprised of the possibllity of the
America appearing on the eonst as a
blackade runner or dispatsh boat,

In March, 1862, DuPont organized
an expedition to seize the ports of
cgstern Florida,  Lieat. Thomas H.
Stevens (afterward a rear admiral,
nnd now deadi, was aszigned to take
hig ship. the Ottawn, and some other
lht draft vessels, across the bar of
the St. Johns river, to move acainst
lacksonville,  That clty surrendered
March 12, without  opposition, and
Lieut, Stevens, hearing that there was
viilupble shipping sunk up the
piver, pnshed on with smaller vessoels
o fiml e

His quest  was highly  successful,
Aecowding 1o his oficial report, a hoat
was signtedd near Palathka from which
two men fled to the bank. In this
boat was found a leiter signed by a
person pamed Hemming, giving a re
port of the sinking of the Amerlea, by

ome

l world average of one In elghty,

the writer, at Dunn's Creeck, 140 miles

chove ralatka,

Lieut. Stevens took a steamer and
two launches from the Wabash (Du-
Pont's flagship, now & recelving ship
at the Charlestown navy yard), and
proceeded to the point deseribed in
the letter,
|  Here the Ameriea was found sunk

In three fathoms of water, her port
rail being out, Auger holes had been
bhored in her planking to cause her to

| slnk.

After a weok's work, Lieut. Ste-
vens sueceeded in raising the vessel.
She was towed by the Ottawa to Port
Royal, 5. €, the base of the blockad-
Ing squadron, and there was fitted
with new salls and armed with three
RUns.

{ On the 15th of June, 1862, the
Amerlea went Into commission as a
U'nited States vessel, attached to the
sSouth Atlantie blockading squadron.

During  this period of duty the

America was commanded by Acting

Master Jonathan Baker, a fearless

man, who had enterad the navy from
civil life and without previous traln-
ing had made an #dmirable ofMcer.

One of the most valuable prizes of
the war was the steamer Princess

. Royal, which was forced ashore in-

I the Ameriea’s station on January
| 23, 1883,

The America was one of the first
vessels to deteect her attemptineg to
<iieak down the shore on a very dark
uizhi.  Shots and rockets apprised
the heavier vessels of the blockading
iteot of the passage of & prize, and the
Housatonlc $oined the Amerlea, that,
with the schooner Blunt, was sending
¢hot after shot after the bloekade
runner,

The prize offorad no resistance, but
was run ashore on Long Isiand beach,
her erew escaping to the land in thelr
boats,

The vessel was saved, with her
carzo, which eonsisted of heavy guns,
ritles, gunpowder, army stores and
engines  for  confederate ironclads
then bnilding. The vessel also car-
riedd Euglish workmen brought over
to Instruet the confederatea In the
manufacture of steel-pointed projec-
tiles,

When sold by a prize court of Palla-

delphia the Princess Royal, with her
carzo, brought the government $360,.-
352,61, The prize was converted into
a union gunboat.

During the remalnder of her stay
on the blockade the America was con-
cerned in a number of minor cap-
tures, Her post was one of the most
dangerous on the blockade, as she
was stationed in shoal water, and In
the easterly gales that sometimes
came up she had hard work to draw
off the lee shore to a safe anchorage
in deep water,

The famous vessel's service on the
Flocknide ended May 5, 1863, when she
startedd for Newport, R, 1., by orders
of the seeretary of war, 8he  had
been pressed into service at Charles-
town without having been condemned
by a prize court, The officers who
had ralsed her from the 8t. Johns
river wished her to be turned over
to the naval academy, as they rezard-
ed her with a great deal of sentiment,
and wanted the youth in the Institu-
tion where they had obtained thelr
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training to have the use of so famow
a craft.

The secretary of the navy therofom
ordered her to be appraised and sold
This waa done Ia New York in May
1863, and the vessel was formerly bl
in by the navy department fw $700, §
merely nominal price, The efMcen
interested walved thelr rights to th
prize money on condition that th
vessel be given the naval academy
and this was done.

The America was put into actiw
service as soon nas she was turne(
over to the academy, by being as
slgned on Juw 15, to join in the chas
of the confederate privateer bark Ta
cony, then crulsing off the New Eng
land eoast.

The Tacony, owned in Philadelphia
was selzed of! Cape Henry, June 12
1863, by the confederate hermaphro
dite brig Clarvince, Lieut. Charles W
Reade of the confederate navy, com
manding. Reade had been a cade
at Anpapolls. He had left the confed
erate steam privateer Clarence,
prize, on a dare-devil rald along the
coast, carryln f only twenty men an¢
oné small gur, On taking the Tacon)
he had transferred her crew to an
other captured vessel, which he liber
ated on bond, had burned the Clar

THE AWERICAH L THE S7 JOEMRS for V=R

ence, and had set out on the Tacony
mounting “gmker" guns from he
light spars as he sailed, The Tacony':
crew got asawore on the Delaware
coast, and warned the navy depart
ment of the eapture,
Tacony consiuted of about thirty ves
sels, sailing araft and steamers. The
Americea, commanded by Lieut. Thea
F. Kane, was ordered to crulse as fa
south as the coast of North Carolina
She was out ten days, but she me
fogey weather, and having earrlec
away her bohstay in a blow, she re
turned to Ne'r York, June 25,
having seen |he Tacony.

The Tacon,' meanwhile had worket
up to the Miine coast, burning nine
teen vessels on the way. Here, o1
the 25th of June, southeast of the
Island of Mo ihegan, she was burned
and her crew was transferred to the
schooner Archer of Southport, Me.,
captured fishing vessel,

In the Archer, Reade entered Port
land harbor, and eut out in the nigh
the cutter Caleb Cushing.

&%

But that is another story.

The America remained in the ser
vice of the naval academy until 1873
when she was sold by order of the
secretary of the navy to Gen. Benja
min F. Butler, Naval men claimet
that the sale was illegal, on ths
ground that the vessel was not eon
M®mned by a board of survey, accord
Ing to law, and there was but one bid
der at the zale. The matter was mads
the subject ol inquiry at a congres
sional inves Igation In 1876. The
America has remained In undisputec
possession el Gen. Butler and his
family since 1873.—Winfield M
Thompson in Boston Globe.

Product of Potatoes,
In bulk the world's praduct of pota
toes equals that of wheat and cort
combined,

London's Dead.
Twenty-three acres of ground are

needed to bury London's dead of one
year,

withou

The Hen.
Who would not be' a barnyard hen,
To scrateh and peck and scratch agaln
To lay & calm egg now and then?

To cackle when the deed Is dona,
To welter in the dust and sun,
I think would be no end of fun,

To have a comb and yet no halr,
Beoms careless, trite and debonalr,
And yet 1 think ‘twere good to weaf

A vigorous penetrating nose,
And widely radiating toes,
And from-one’s-skin-projecting elothes,

Who would not be a barnyard hen, '
To mcratch and peck and scratch agaln
For families of sight or ten?

=Arthur Coiton in Harper's Magazing

A Walled Town in Britain,

In the old days when might was
right the city that was walled about
was common enough, but there are
very few towns In Britain which pre-
serve thelr walls at the present day.
Of those few, undoubtedly the most
unique Is Berwick-upon Tweed, the
old Border town, which has occupled
many a page of the past history of the
United Kingdom, and which to this
very day enjoys the distincetlon of
speclal mention as a place apart from
the United Kingdom in every royal
proclamation i{ssued. Here the old
battlements built in the time of Queen
Elizabeth remain Intact, with all but
one of the anclent gateways, and even
in some caxes the very ponderous
gates themselves on thelr old rusty
hinges. In reality there are two walls,
the outside and older one, of which
now only some fragments remain
standing, dating back to the far-off
times of Edward the First, who In
the great hall of Berwick eastle—
only a small part of which now re-
maing—decreed that Baliol shonld be
King of Seotland, a decres which, as
every schoolboy knows, was soon set
at deflance by Bruce and his hardy
warrlors. On this outer line of the
ramprts still stands the tower In
which the warning notes of the war
bell were rung to denote the approach
of an enemy, an object naturally of
great Interest to all visitors to the
town.

Her Life for Her Child.

Capt. Wella, formerly commander of
he metropolitan fire brigade of Lon-
{ don, thus deseribes the bravest deed
he ever saw:

“The scene was a fire at an ollshop
and house,” he said. “A woman and
her two children were on the top
floor, and withput &8 moment's thought
| she snatched up one of her children,
 and, fighting her way down the stalr-
| ease, through smoke and heat, dellver
ed the child in safety to a person in

the stroot. Then she rushed through
| the burning shop and up the stalr-
case with a view of reaching her room.

“She must have reached her child,
clutehed it, and trled to make her
way out, But in the attempt the de-
voted mother was forced back, only
to be found dead by our men, who hau
just arrived. She was still holding
her child close to her, and had evi-
dently kept her own back to the
 lames to protect the little one, while
[ her arms and clothes werae tightly
gound the little one.”

Cigars at $4 Apiece.

Those who have attended the big
tanquets at Delmonico's, such, for
Instance, as the one glven to Cyrus
Field upon the completion of the At-
lantic cable, and which cost $50 a
plate, had the privilega of smoking
the cholcest Havana cigars, costing
perhapa fifty cents aplece. But what
would the dinner cost with clgars at
$4 each? Yet there are such cigars
! being made in Havana to«day, and
some have arrived Iin New York, Fran-
cisco E. Fouseca, a friend of President
Palma, and who was horn near where
he lived In Cuba, recelved one of these
a few days ago. It was wrapped in a
plece of imported Japanese rice paper
and incloged In a handsomely decorat-
ed box. In fact, only one comes in a
box, and each |s sixteen inches long
and an inch and a quarter In diameter
at the middle. [t {8 sald that the to-
bacco can only be grown on one plan-
itation in Cuba, and the duty on eacl
I8 sixty-elght cents,

Horse Commits Sulclde.

When Commission Merchant W, K.
Cassel went to his stables at Morris-
town, N. J,, recently, he was grieved
to find that his most valuahle horse
was dead and from all appearances
the animal had committed suleide,

The horse was lying in & most pe-
culiar poaition. Its head was be-
neath its body and from the manner o
which it was lving the horse must
deliberately have Dbroken its neck.
The strap by which the animal had
been tled was torn and the horse from
all appearances had by brute strength
done tne act,

Mr, Cassel went for Dr. Dengler,
thinking perhaps that lfe might not
yet be extinet, but upon the arrival aof
the veterinary he at once pronounced
the case one of broken neck. The
ductor sald that the position of the
wnimal was a most peenliar one and
that the case seemed llke one of
fulclde,

Coins Many Centuries O'd,

J. F. Bruce of Billeriea, Mass., has
Just recelved from a misalonary whe
Is priecipal of an academy in Ku-
ching, China, elght historie old colns,
The oldest af the coins bears the date
of 221 B, C, while the others range
between 759 A. I. and 1270 A. D.

.




